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GROWTH IN REAL ESTATE IN MEXICO – A GOLFERS PARADISE

Not all golfers seeking second, retirement or investment homes or condos are looking for golf course communities.  After all, not all residents of golf course communities are golfers, but they do like to be near great golf in Mexico.

Real Estate marketers seek out golfers as a desirable target group known for their higher net worth, premium spending for airlines, hotels, restaurants and real estate.  Golfers tend to travel and love to play golf year round, which is something that Mexico can offer.

The fact is, today the economic balance in real estate has shifted from a sellers market to buyers delight, especially in the search for homes in the US. The Mexican real estate market should expect the same, no doubt, but not as much, nor for as long a period.

Mexico has over $300 billion worth of build out value in the planning stage or in process of development.  Mexico has several advantages to help counter downward pricing pressures.  Buoyed by the US Dollar’s weakness and the pesos’ close ties in housing prices, the Europeans and their stronger Euros are looking at Mexico as a bargain real estate market.  One year ago, a couple from Germany considering purchasing a $300,000 USD oceanfront 3 bedroom condo in the Riviera Maya was looking at paying 240,000 Euros. Now, with a weaker dollar, they would be looking at paying 198,000 Euros, a bargain from their point of view.  All of Latin America is aware of Mexico’s real estate growth as an investment opportunity with plenty of direct flights from Rio, Buenos Aires, Lima and Bogotá.

Canadians are feeling the same way about their dollar exchange value.  For years they have been the stepchild with a deflated Canadian dollar.  They now have a renewed interest in investing because of a double digit increase in valuation.  Longtime savers and frugal spenders, they can now can take advantage of their new purchasing power to have their dream homes in Mexico.
Bruce Greenberg, Mexico’s leading valuation consultant and president of Tucson-based Montaña Verde, a real estate appraisal company, has a handle on the current real estate situation south of the border. "Mexico tourism will exceed 30 million visitors this year – a projected growth rate of about 7.5% is forecasted.  Mexico ranks second in the world in timeshare sales."  In addition he reports, "Mexico, with its financial infrastructure, is better prepared than before for a United States economic slowdown and is now “globally” oriented.  Mexico’s GNP growth rate will be slower (2.8% vs. 3.8%) for the forthcoming year, yet this is still a respectable amount. The low end market will be weak, but the high end buyers will present their cash to worried developers." This cycle has been seen before.
Sustainable, eco-sensitive, smart homes are the buzz words of the day, and projects that promote these concepts are reaping the benefits and separating themselves from the competition.  The Villages at Loreto Bay, under the watch full eye of Citibank group, is one of the leaders of this movement with a highly successful development in Loreto, in Baja Sur. Here at Loreto Bay they are focused on the restoration of the Estuary with the goal that every hectare of (2.2 acre) water reclaimed creates ONE TON of commercial fish per year and provides new life and habitats for birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish. More and more, developers are thinking the same for their projects.

John Solis, former president of Koll International and a development consultant, strongly urges project developers to give back to the communities that they are working in, and to improve the highways and airports, making conditions better for the sake of lifestyle and investments.

Mexico’s home mortgage credit is a new vehicle now available in quantity with competitive rates for Mexican nationals and foreign investors for the first time, thus opening a new segment of buyers and investors.  BBVA Bancomer is the market leader for residential and commercial lending for acquisition and construction loans. 

The growth of world class golf in the key areas of Los Cabos, Vallarta and Cancun / Riviera Maya have helped stimulate and enhance accumulated appreciation of real estate projects.  Large development groups from around the world have taken an aggressive search for raw open land with or without SEMARNAT (Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Nationales) permits to build master planned communities.

The US and Spain lead the way with experienced and well financed companies planting the seeds for over 30 new golf courses with designer labels like Nicklaus, von Hagge, Fazio, Dye, Love, Player, Norman, Doak and even Michelson.  You can bet that all of these courses are real estate plays:  hotels, full ownership and fractional ownership homes, villas, and condos, and to some degree, time shares, residence clubs, or exchange clubs. Mitch Brinton, Executive Director of The Markers, heads up a private golfers residence club that will have up to 325 owner-members who have equity in over 36 deluxe estates in all of the best golfing spots around the world.  Membership gets you up to 56 days in a beautiful villa with all services, including advance tee times, at all of the best courses in each area.  The Marker’s first Mexico location is at Cabo del Sol.  Their members have access to the Cabo del Sol Ocean course, rated number one in Mexico by Best’s Golf Guide to Mexico and number 85 in the world by Golf Magazine, plus six other world class courses in “number one” golf-rated Los Cabos. Several more home sites are being planned throughout Mexico.
Where to live and invest is a matter of preference, knowledge of locations in Mexico, proximity to airports, health services, safety and sanitation.  Typically golfers who have traveled about Mexico have experienced one or more destinations, and are attracted to areas with multiple courses to choose from, among daily fee, resort courses, or private country clubs.

Although beach destinations are the favored location for many US and Canadian second home or retirement investors, inland cities are getting on board and are becoming attractive due to the low cost of land and housing, living expenses, fee simple title, and thriving US ex-PAT communities. Areas such as Lake Chapala near Guadalajara, San Miguel de Allende, Morelia, and Monterrey are fast becoming terrific communities befitting old world colonial, with modern health services, wonderful restaurants, and private country club amenities at respectable rates. 

Billionaire Carlos Slim has taken on the health care issue in his own grand style by establishing some very high end medical centers called Grupo Star Medica catering to the US baby boomers, with the first two locations in Puerto Peñasco and Los Cabos…after all golf is for life.
We have created a directory of select and recommended real estate projects and golf course communities in most of Mexico’s key locations.  Some are private, guard-gated golf communities, while others are individual, stand alone condos, villas, single family homes, or townhouses near golf courses.  For your convenience we have an updated website featuring these same properties at http://www.golfinmexico.net/re_dir
Financing, at approximately a 70% loan-to-value, at a reasonable rate, amortized over 20 years, is available from a handful of well-funded, professional companies such as BBVA Bancomer, GE Capital, GMAC, Latin American Financing, Finance North America, and Platinum Capital.  Some projects offer prospective buyers their own financial package.

There are several national real estate firms including Prudential, Century 21, Re/Max, Coldwell Banker and Realty Executives that have English speaking agents who offer personalized service and who understand lenders’ documentation process. 
Chris Snell, president of Snell Real Estate, a leader in high end properties in Cabo reports: "In 2008 sales of homes are down 15% from 2007, the highest year on record; yet at the same time, price per deals are up 20%, an indicator that prices are holding up for good quality homes that have all of the bells and amenities with great views or locations.  New home tours are up 11% over last year."
Mexico has become more American consumer friendly with the availability of title insurance and escrow companies, which give assurance, security, and safety throughout the closing and ownership process.

About the only thing left is to pack your clubs, clothes, and sun lotion and head south for a look at your next new home.  For a primer and your own quick tour guide of golfer’s paradise, take a ride to the areas mentioned below:
When you are ready to buy – follow these key points.

Get proof of ownership – an Escritura or Fideicomiso

Hire a Mexican attorney with references you are comfortable with.  

This is a must to help you though the buying process - get legal advice

All contracts must be written in Spanish, the official language in Mexico.  

Make sure you get a certified translation of documents and that you understand before signing anything.

Use an escrow company with an American deposit institution to protect your deposit and final payment.  Some foreign banks have lost deposits due to negligence, fraud or corruption

A notario oversees all land ownership transfers in Mexico.  You must use one. 

Bank Trusts (Fideicomisos) are required in the Restricted Zone.  

Do not ever pay a landowner directly.   
Closing the Transaction –the buyer must appear in front of the notario, unless he appoints a personal representative with a Power of Attorney from the Secretary of State’s office in the state of residence
For more information contact Fabiola Kinder at FabKinder@gmail.com or call 949-494-8561.

LOS CABOS

Without a doubt, Los Cabos is the leader in the development of world-class golf in Mexico. This burgeoning resort located at the tip of the Baja California Peninsula recently ranked 14th in a listing of the 50 most popular golf destinations in the world.

Los Cabos’ climate and setting are perfect, like Palm Springs on the ocean. A 20-mile stretch of coast between the two towns of Los Cabos, Cabo San Lucas and San Jose del Cabo, is home to some of the world’s best Oceanside courses, carved out of a landscape where stark desert meets an azure sea.

Three Nicklaus signature courses are open along this corridor, including the top-rated Cabo del Sol, ranked 88 in 2007 in Golf Magazine’s "Top 100 Courses in the World." The course boasts five oceanfront holes, including the “finest three finishing holes in golf,” according to its designer.

Up the road, at the legendary One and Only Palmilla resort, you’ll find Nicklaus’ first signature course in Latin America, with 27 holes featuring the ocean, arroyo and mountain nines. Surrounding the One and Only Palmilla is one of Cabo’s great real estate success stories.  Villas Del Mar, guard gated, ocean front homes that originally sold for $400,000 in 1987, now fetch over $5 million each according to Chris Snell, a real estate broker who specializes in several high end developments in Los Cabos, including Cabo del Sol, Villa de Oro and Punta Ballena.
Across town, Debbie Dodson of Prudential CaboGold represents a broad range of real estate properties in Los Cabos with three offices for the past 20 years along with her husband, Golf Professional, Steve Dodson.  
One of the great new finds in San Jose del Cabo is the ocean front, Cabo Azul, a fantastic hotel /resort/ vacation ownership experience with architecturally stunning rooms and a  delightful Mexican style restaurant, Javier’s. Here they exceed your expectations with quality service and experienced management.  
Close by is one of the six successful Mayan Palace Resorts in Mexico, along with it’s unique, nine hole San Jose del Cabo golf course directly across the street.

In the middle of the Los Cabos corridor is Cabo Real, a master-planned golf resort featuring deluxe hotels and properties such as the Westin Regina, Grand Regina, Hilton Los Cabos (now under the Waldorf-Astoria brand), Melia Cabo Real, Dreams Los Cabos, and the ultra-luxurious Las Ventanas al Paraíso.  Tiger Woods stayed here after he won the US Open.

Cabo Real boasts three residential golf course master plans; Cabo Real Golf Course by Robert Trent Jones II; the newer, spectacular, oceanfront El Dorado, a Jack Nicklaus signature design, now a private real estate retreat under the management of the Discovery Land Group; and the just opened Campestre San Jose, another Jack Nicklaus design rounding out the current projects open for business.  Eduardo Sanchez Navarro, general director of Questro Golf, Mexico’s number one golf course development group with six courses in Mexico and a dominant presence in Los Cabos said, "Our goal is quality, consistence and professionalism."  Soon Grupo Questro will open the mega-complex Puerto Los Cabos, a project four years in the making, with two 18-hole golf courses, one by Greg Norman and the other Jack Nicklaus, along with Cabo’s newest and grandest marina.  The location between Los Cabos and the expansion on the East Cape is spectacular and a perfect option for your second home investment.  On a stretch of beach next to the Greg Norman designed golf course is one of my favorite real estate subdivisions called El Encanto de la Laguna.  Wonderfully designed and built villas and town homes command a majestic view of the Sea of Cortez, prices start at $ 695,000 for a 2 bedroom condo, all with top notch quality construction.

 Rated number three of all private golf courses in Mexico is Querencia, which opened in November 2000.  This world-class 18-hole course is Tom Fazio’s first signature course in Mexico.  It was host to Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf tournament between Sergio Garcia and Phil Mickelson.  Andre Boersma, general manager brings a vast array of luxury hotel experience to this spectacular location perched over the Los Cabos coastline with endless vistas of the Sea of Cortez. "This is a real genuine country club experience in Mexico", he advises. "The members have a real sense of friendship and appreciation for the style and services of our club.   Award winning architectural designs and a sense of community set this private, gated residential project apart for our 270 content members.  A second course by minimalist, Gil Hanes, who mentored under Tom Doak, is in the works."  

Closer to Cabo San Lucas is the Cabo San Lucas Country Club designed by Roy and Matt Dye, featuring an open layout with a view to Land’s End, Los Cabos’ most photographed landmark. This is the location of Los Cabos Golf Resorts for golf-focused guests who like the idea of owning a villa for a week or more on a golf course close to town.  
What is on the drawing board?  Over 20 new golf courses are being planned or conceptualized... branded designs by Nicklaus, Fazio, Norman, Dye, Love, Couples, and Mickelson.…that are keeping Los Cabos in the lead for Golf in Mexico  

 "Chileno Bay is one of the grandest of all —a family sanctuary…enchanting," according to managing director Gonzalo Franyutti.  "This property is recognized as having one of the best beach fronts in Los Cabos.  It was the former Hotel Cabo San Lucas, exuding with potential."  Chileno Bay has been purchased, in part, by the, Midas touch king, Discovery Land Company. You can plan on another “off the charts” success story here.  Two world class courses by Fazio are in line to compete for Mexico’s best courses.
For the first time, growth along the Pacific side of Los Cabos is taking shape with highly anticipated Diamante.  Life will compete for the best course in Mexico with its Davis Love private ocean front golf course and a potential second golf course in the making on this wonderful master-planned community according to managing director, Bob Gaudet. 

Netto Coppell is a legend in Los Cabos, running Pueblo Bonito Resorts, the most successful timeshare development in Mexico.  Now he is expanding on the Pacific side near the Pueblo Bonito Sunset Resort with two new Jack Nicklaus golf courses and a Quivira master plan.  It will have two Nicklaus Signature Ocean courses, one private and one semi-private. Among the two, they will have 8 ocean front golf holes, and almost all of them will be ocean view. Bandon Dunes meets Pebble Beach is a good description for these golf courses due to the dramatic location of several ocean front holes on the cliffs and the dune areas. The courses will break ground in April of 2008, while at the same time the announcement of the Ritz-Carlton will establish a 200-room hotel and the first RC residential community in Mexico. The residential ocean front and ocean view community will break ground in April 2008, and the hotel in September of 2008.

During the winter season in Los Cabos, advanced tee time reservations are a must, and now they are available via the Internet at www.best4mexicoteetimes.com It’s also a good idea to rent a car to make the most of your golf vacation; with the variety of golf courses and fine restaurants located along the corridor, you will want to drive up and down on your own schedule. Expect to pay premium prices in Los Cabos, often referred to as Newport Beach south, for accommodations, golf and restaurants…after all you’re in a most beautiful adult fantasy land.

Some great new courses are just beginning to take shape north of Los Cabos.
Todo Santos

An oasis spot on the map is Todo Santos, a sleepy artist town, now getting ready to join the golf scene.  Arthur Hills has begun construction on his second course in the Baja, at Punta Lobos (Sea Lion Point). It will occupy more than 1,800 acres of seaside property owned by the Santa Ana Family, stewards of this land, since 1803.  The two golf courses, residences, hotels and marina associated with the project will be built on coastal terrain made verdant by arroyos that channel fresh water from the Sierra de La Laguna Mountains.  Also slated for development in sleepy little Todo Santos is Maravilla Resort, with spa, golf and villas on over 900 acres of plush palm trees, an oasis setting with a swimable beach.  A golf course designed by Clive Clark, of Indian Wells fame, has been permitted.  
La Paz

Less than an hour up the coast in La Paz is Arthur Hills’ first championship course, in Mexico, taking shape at Paraiso del Mar, a peninsula in the bay of La Paz with an agenda of sustainable living.  No motor cars on this peninsula…..just golf carts and a ferry service between the gated community and the beautiful port side of the state capital. High demand calls for full build out of 290 single story casas and 400 condo villas.
Across the bay, is the 500-acre seaside development of Costa Baja Resort & Marina.  One can purchase full ownership condos and villas on the waterfront or with golf course view. This project was conceived in the ivory towers of Parque Reforma in Mexico City and boasts of being the first Gary Player designed golf course in Mexico.  Parque Reforma is committed to the preservation, enhancement, and protection of the nation's natural wonders, and has been a continual supporter of the Mexican Foundation for Environmental Education. This will be one of the most sought after addresses in Mexico with units starting at $300,000.
The team of Schmidt & Curley is moving forward with their 18-hole design plus a shorter course called IRONS for seniors at Maravia.  Construction of the first course at Maravia Golf Club begins in April.  Named “Comillo de Coyote” (Fang of the Coyote), it is part of a planned golf residential community overlooking the Sea of Cortez.  Located after Pichilingue, 15 minutes north of La Paz in Mexico’s Baja California, it is a par 71 of 7,068 yards and will combine desert-style “target golf” with numerous spectacular ocean vistas. The layout will feature extensive, rugged, sandy waste areas with backdrops of the sea and dramatic mountains, as well as the revolutionary Seashore Paspalum grass on its tees, greens, fairways and roughs.

The master planning firm von Hagge, Smelik and Barril designed Azul de Cortez, a community that will include an interesting 18-hole, hillside championship course with the goal of preserving the natural environment and making the best use of the terrain around incredible ocean vistas.  
Perhaps one of the hidden treasures of golf will be the Tom Doak minimalist design at Bahia de los Sueños, the first Doak golf course in Mexico.  The routing is completed, and dirt has been moved, open for play in 2009.  I predict that it will be one of Mexico’s most sought after golf course resorts and high-end custom residential communities. Several homes currently on site, utilities exist other prime locations still available in the first release for site inspection and rental.  You must see Villas of Bahia de los Sueños. 
On site you can enjoy a taco and beer at the Giggling Marlin II.  
LORETO

Up the coast, is The Villages of Loreto Bay, a successful project now under the watchful eye of Citibank and the Replay Group.  Over 600 villas are under construction, 900 homes have been sold, and more than 175 owners have moved in. This project will have the first David Duvall golf course, a redo of the existing course that has incredible scenic value, and now quality investment in shaping, design and infrastructure.  

             With all of these spectacular courses and developments moving forward …All the more reason to visit and invest in the state of Baja Sur, Mexico.
MEXICAN RIVIERA 
Good golf travel advice would not be complete without some focus on the Mexican Rivi​era, on Mexico’s Pacific coast. From Mazatlán to Puerto Vallarta, Man​za​nillo and south to Acapulco, this area has a legitimate claim to some of the best golf in the world.

MAZATLÁN
Mazatlán is located on the northern tip of the Mexican Riviera, in the state of Sinaloa.  It has awakened from a period of flat tourism, whereas many other areas of Mexico have grown and prospered.  Here, branded hotels and luxury resort developments have been limited.  In the mean time, central downtown has seen a renaissance in the restoration of colonial buildings and historic sites.  Now Mazatlán is taking shape as a form of golf destination. 

El Cid, the mainstay, is an oceanfront mega-resort with more than a thousand rooms to meet your budget needs.  It is home to a Lee Treviño designed nine-hole expansion for a total of 27 holes of pleasant recreation. El Cid offers vacation ownership in the hotel towers, marina villas, and single family homes at the country club.

Down the beach and conveniently close to the international airport, Estrella del Mar Golf and Beach Resort boasts a top-rated Robert Trent Jones, Jr. masterpiece with eleven holes touching the water.  A second 18-hole course is in the works according to Managing Partner, Pat Butler. This beautiful property provides an investment opportunity as a second home with its upscale condo/hotel accommodations. The third condominium building, with 84 units, is now ready for sales after the first two buildings successfully sold out with high demand.  In addition, a new ultra spa facility and new restaurant are in the works.  Rounds of golf are up considerably as word is getting around about this beautiful golf course on the Pacific.

The other side of town has growth going north with Grupo Echavarria, a powerhouse of residential and resort golf development in Mexico. Stylish David Fleming designed Marina Mazatlán Golf Club, with Paspalum grass and views to the ocean and the marina, is ready to open.  This is a full scale residential development with pleasantly surprising price points. Next door is the new  Serena Marina and Golf, a private community of waterfront residences designed in the Spanish Mediterranean style, and surrounded by beachfront, boating and golf.  Golf in Mazatlán is still relatively less known, so those who discover it practically have affordable golf courses and real estate to themselves!  

Word is spreading fast; however, and several other projects are taking shape including expansion of Pueblo Bonito’s Emerald Bay with a new golf course on the drawing board.  We are also anticipating Nuevo Altata‘s golf courses to break ground in the mega-resort located near Culiacan, also in the state of Sinaloa. 
The two VALLARTAs

Puerto Vallarta, with commanding views of Bandaras Bay, is no longer just a lazy one-course town.  The Vista Vallarta Golf Club and its two dynamic championship courses, having hosted the PGA-sponsored World Cup in December 2002 and The Champions Tour in 2006, is making the Vallarta area a major golf destination in Mexico. 

Occupying the property’s highest elevations, Vista Vallarta’s first course designed by Nicklaus offers golfers a variety of terrain and challenges as they play across rolling hillsides, dense palm forests, giant ficus trees, and at least a dozen natural arroyos. With dramatic views of the town and bay, golfers will want to play this course twice—once with a camera, and again with their clubs.

The other Vista Vallarta course, designed by Tom Weiskopf, takes players across deep natural ravines and swift creeks that are characteristic of the property’s lowest elevations. Weiskopf has done a masterful job of working the terrain’s natural features into an incredible, playable and memorable course, from the first tee to the green of the “drivable” 18th hole.

Diamond Golf Construction, a leading golf course builder in Mexico, transformed the property from wild jungle into landscaped fairways and greens, preserving the natural beauty of this idyllic setting.  The result is, in the words of famed agronomist Bobby Heine, "The best golf complex in Mexico…difficult to duplicate anywhere in the world." 

The Marina Vallarta Golf Course, designed by Joe Finger, was Puerto Vallarta’s first golf course. Located between the marina and the ocean, the course is owned and managed by ClubCorp, Resident Director of Golf, KC Crandall, maintains U.S. standards, services and upkeep. 

Surrounding this course are several notable hotels, one —the Casa Velas, a small, intimate all-inclusive boutique spa resort is located right in the middle of the Marina Golf Course, is a must stay.  Along the oceanfront sky, high rises overlook the marina full of large and expensive mega yachts on one side, and the sun sets over the Pacific at the end of a perfect day. The Bay View Grand group is the power house here with several condo options to choose from, including the new Venetian styled development with all of the lifestyle amenities to complete your Puerto Vallarta investment.  

By crossing the Rio Ameca bridge northward, into the State of Nayarit, and then the Nuevo Vallarta area, one will find several golf properties.  The Mayan Resort, a highly successful timeshare project with five locations throughout Mexico, has a property with a golf course in Nuevo Vallarta.  It has closed down the front nine holes for a complete redo of its entire 18-hole golf course by the Nicklaus design team.  

Next door is Paradise Village, the super sports residential resort complex, a one-of-a-kind property in Mexico, and its top-ranked Robert von Hagge golf course with 11 water holes.   Paradise Village has a complete range of real estate offerings from marina villas, Porto Royal, ocean view high rise condos and golf course single family home sites on the El Tigre golf course. 

In this master plan complex you will find several unique, independent developments that cater to seniors looking for Paradise.  According to their president Bill Jennings, "Luma Living offers one the first American-developed, full ownership, active adult beachfront communities in Mexico by one of the most successful real estate management groups, Front Porch."  They are California's largest non-profit provider of active adult and senior living communities, comprising 13 communities in California, Louisiana and Florida."  Luma will create a new standard in active adult living," said Mr. Jennings.
Sensara Vallarta, also on the Paradise Village property, is another luxury living facility geared toward the golden aged baby boomers with a passion for golf and pets. This collaboration is between Grupo Suites of Spain and Active Living International of Newport Beach, California.  Their project, on the El Tigre golf course, is backed with 30 years of real estate experience and success.

The Costa Bandera area is north of Nuevo Vallarta and before Punta de Mita.  Here you will find the lovely Vallarta Gardens, which is close to the beach and golf.  Full ownership homes in this pristine community set within lush gardens, are represented by Chris Haines at GM3 Realty in Puerto Vallarta.

Rod Ingram moved to the Punta Mita area 15 years ago with the idea of an early casual retirement, a movie here and a home design there…Now his own success has made him busier and more creative than ever.  His Villa Amor is the best-kept secret along Mexico's Pacific Coast and an easy 35-minute drive from the Puerto Vallarta International Airport. 

Villa Amor features a total of 35 luxury beachfront villas. Every villa is uniquely designed to afford expansive views of the magnificent coastline, jungle and town. Beautiful, landscaped gardens of tropical plants, including fan palms, torch ginger, bird of paradise, and bougainvilleas, frame the villas. All villas feature unique open-air designs and incomparable views from the terraces, with lounges for sunbathing and nighttime stargazing.

Approximately forty minutes north of Puerto Vallarta is Punta de Mita, in the state of Nayarit. A huge success story developed by Grupo Dine and operated by the Four Seasons, Punta Mita Resort has a Jack Nicklaus Signature golf course designed as a semi-private club for hotel guests and Punta Mita residents and their invited guests. The course has 19 holes; no typo here. When water or tide conditions prevent players from reaching the ”Tail of the Whale”, a unique, par three third hole with its green situated on a natural island 180 yards off the coast, then an optional par three is played.  The master-planned residential-resort community of Punta Mita is Four Seasons’ first resort in Latin America, offering both award-winning luxury hotel services and vacation ownership with a lifetime of Four Seasons amenities. A second Jack Nicklaus golf course is almost complete and ready for play this summer.

Just north of Punta de Mita, the Mexican Government tourism development arm, FONATUR, is master planning the Litibu resort community with a spectacular Greg Norman golf course which will be ready for year-end golf. This area will have several small boutique residential developments. Brett Ellsworth, who is planning a private community adjacent to the Norman course said, "CDC has been instrumental in transforming some of the world's most prominent resort developments from vision to successful completion and global renown, with a blend of US management and the roots of a quality Mexican Company."  Their 89-unit project will have continued success here as well.

Manzanillo… 
More than 31 years ago, billionaire tin magnate Antenor Patiño gave us a golf course rated “10” at Las Hadas.  Designed in 1969 by Roy Dye, La Mantarraya began the move to hire top-rated U.S. golf architects to design courses in Mexico. This is the Dye family, including Roy and Andy, at its best, with a wonderfully crafted course of greens surrounded by sand traps and sand traps in the middle of the green. An addition to the original plan is the famous million-dollar hole —a 144-yard par three 18th hole with the green positioned on a man-made island built in the ocean. The view from the tee is spectacular, with the all-white Las Hadas Resort in the background. The best advice is to take a couple of extra balls!

Next door, the all-inclusive Barceló’s Karmina Palace, also with a spectacular view of the 18th hole, offers a super package that includes golf and many other activities for the entire family.

Heading north up the coast is the “kingdom” of  Isla Navidad and its deluxe Grand Bay Hotel, one of only two properties in Mexico to receive Golf Magazine’s Gold Award (the other is Los Cabos’ One and Only Pal​milla). Here Robert von Hagge has built a masterpiece with 27 holes of oceanfront and bay front fairways and greens.  Isla Navidad is poised to expand their real estate offerings with a series of oceanfront single family homes and a lagoon view condominium project. 
Thirty-five minutes north is El Tamarindo, the number three golf course in Mexico, a spectacular, modern wonder in the world of golf with its own unique village-like hideaway and an ocean-side golf course in the jungle, designed by David Fleming.  This destination requires special consideration and may appeal to those who have a sense of classy adventure or luxurious isolation.  This property, with an incredible array of villas with views ranging from jungle to ocean is owned by ultra chic Yellowstone Club.  Sophisticated and adventurous golfers will be able to brag about an experience of a lifetime with a visit to El Tamarindo.  Limited, exclusive and pristine ocean view lots are available at El Tamarindo through Grupo Plan.

The Enrique Valenzuela designed golf course, Corazon de Manzanillo, with commanding views of Santiago Bay, in Manzanillo, is scheduled to open in 2008.  The entire Costa Alegre area between Manzanillo and Puerto Vallarta, in the State of Jalisco, is gearing for mega developments in conjunction with the new regional airport close to Chamela.  Projects with Nicklaus and Norman courses are set to make this southern area of the Mexican Riviera a fast-paced growth area for golf and specialized boutique developments.
ACAPULCO

Acapulco, in the southern limits of the Mexican Riviera, is regaining its luster as a wonderful golf destination, due in part to the top-rated Tres Vidas Golf Club, site of the Chrysler Cup Championship.  This plush, private country club, rated number four in Mexico, is an incredible Robert von Hagge lay-out hugging the Pacific Ocean, using the offshore breezes as friend and foe. Several high-rise towers on Tres Vidas are being snapped up as second homes with access to this terrific course and to the second course that is being planned.  Much of Acapulco’s demand is from Mexico City residents who make the 4 hour journey by car, many weekends throughout the year.  The US and Canadian markets find their way here by cruises, boats, air charters, and some direct and connecting flights through Mexico City and Guadalajara.

The Fairmont Acapulco Princess and the Pierre Mar​ques hotels which, along with their respective courses, have been updated, revamped, and recently purchased by a sophisticated  investment group, will experience further enhancements and real estate expansion with opportunities for home purchasers.  The two complimentary golf courses have both moved up in BEST’’s TOP 30 rankings.  Both resort courses have famous histories: renowned golfer-architect Ted Robinson designed the Acapulco Princess and Robert Trent Jones, Sr., redesigned the Pierre Mar​ques, which served as the site of the 1960’s World Cup.   

The Mayan Acapulco Resort has an enjoyable and playable 18-hole golf course designed by Pedro Guerrica which meets the needs of its resident owners and hotel guests.  A  fun nine-hole course is the Acapulco Country Club, which is close to the convention center.   Acapulco offers great golf followed by the best nightlife in Mexi​co.  
CANCUN / RIVIERA MAYA COURSES

The Cancun area attracts upwards of three million visitors a year. For golfers, it offers a couple of vintage courses in and around the main tourism area and a host of new ones along the expanded corridor to the south, called the Riviera Maya.  With over ten world class golf courses, and now the second most played area in Mexico, this is truly a golf destination set on gaining market share in the world of golf in Mexico.
It all started when Robert Trent Jones-designed Cancun Golf Club at the Pok-Ta-Pok course that was part of the original FONATUR development in the early 1970’s.  Now it is a very playable municipal type course with value priced daily fees.

Nearby, the Hilton Cancun Beach & Golf Resort, formerly known as Cesar Park, is a landmark 426-room property, replicating a three-tiered pyramid.  This property offers guests an ocean view from every room and an interesting layout with several views of Mayan ruins.  Last year the Hilton golf course had a 2 million dollar remake by Pedro Guerreca and has regained a very credible golf experience.

Four miles north of Cancun on a small, secluded peninsula nestled between the Caribbean Sea and the Chacmochuc Lagoon is a budding 930-acre development known as Playa Mujeres Resort, with a Greg Norman designed course.  The resort will eventually feature four luxury hotels (including a Ritz-Carlton), a high-end retail shopping component, horse stables, a 50-slip marina, more than 50 exclusive waterfront homes, and more than 1,000 interior home sites. Now open for play, the 18 holes of Playa Mujeres utilize a rearrangement of the site’s native vegetation, notably palms.  Norman states: "When players walk on that first tee for the first time, the course is going to look like it’s been there for 20 years."  A second golf course by Norman is in the works.
From Cancun one must go south into the Riviera Maya area along a modern highway known as “the corridor”, and stop at some of the best golf resorts in the world on the way to Playa del Carmen and Tulum.

First stop is the Palace Resort’s Moon Spa & Golf Club with 27 holes, designed by Jack Nicklaus. As fine as the course is, and it is one of the fairest tracks on Jack’s long résumé, at Moon Palace, it is not all about golf.   A round of golf here doubles as a nature safari. Crocodiles sun themselves on the sandy banks of the lagoons.   Iguanas and aardvarks occasionally appear where the rough meets the jungle.  Deer and fox can often be seen early and late in the day.  The Moon Palace course has the distinction of having the most rounds of golf played, over any course in Mexico.  The Palace Resort has become very successful in real estate sales via their timeshare offering…Here you can get a great property with golf privileges and exchange opportunities.

Driving south, one will find the Grupo Mayan Golf Riviera Maya, an exciting executive par 3, Jack Nicklaus design.  An 18-hole par 54, this 2,923-yard course, with radiant white sand traps, dark tones of natural stone lining pristine lakes, deep hues of the greens and bunkers, is a garden of delight for golf lovers.  The lakes and native plant life that make the Mayan jungle such an extraordinary natural landscape are seamlessly integrated into all 18 holes, becoming additional obstacles in the game. The greens, built in a style in fashion half a century ago, add to the challenge in a striking way.  The 17th, the course’s signature hole, nicknamed “Donna-green”, boasts two bunkers on either side of the green and one more at its center, making it one-of-a-kind, and notoriously difficult. 

Almost next door, mega resort, Iberostar Playa Paraíso Golf Club has a great championship caliber course designed by Pete Dye’s eldest son PB Dye.  It is a “must play” in this area.  Iberostar Paraíso Maya, a deluxe, all-inclusive property with 432 junior suites opened in late 2004.  The hotel’s towering entrance is a replica of the pyramid-shaped temple at Chichen-Itza.  It joins three other pre-existing Iberostar hotels on site. The golf course, located on the west side of the highway, is accessible via tunnel from the resort hotels. While the site was solid rock—caliche, Dye calls it “the water table.” It was low enough for him to dig down 15 feet. “And if I can go down 15 feet, I can go up 15 feet,” he chuckled, referring to his conspicuous mounds and bold shaping. The course is covered from tee to green in Paspalum, the emerald-green, salt-tolerant turf grass that is driving golf growth along the Riviera Maya, as it has in the Caribbean.  Iberostar guests receive preferred tee times, but the course is open to the public. 

Forty miles south of Cancun, a Madrid-based company has fashioned a 1,600-acre complex, which currently features three hotels, closed to auto traffic. Guests get around on foot, bicycles, in golf carts, or in canopied launches powered by electric motors. Not only are the low-rise, casita-like hotels set well back from a central dune ridge and a mile-long stretch of white, sandy beach, the site’s extensive mangrove swamps were also left intact. As the developer explained, "Mangroves serve to purify organic materials and prevent them from clogging the reef offshore.  In this case a pristine coral reef that extends to Belize and is rated the second largest in the world." The area’s TV coverage of PGA golf tournaments the last two years has brought fame to its host course at Mayakobá.  Mayakobá features the Greg Norman-designed El Camaleón Golf Course, site of the Mayakobá Classic, the first ever PGA event in Mexico.  The golf course has sinuous fairways that trace the curve of the meandering waterways with cenotes, and even a few limestone caves in play.  Many of the tee shots will be hit-or-miss affairs.  The Golf Club at Mayakobá transitions very quickly from short grass to dense jungle.  Two of the holes are links-style creations that are routed among dunes near the sea, but for the most part, the golf experience like the hotel experience, is set well back from the beach and the sea’s turquoise-blue waters. Fred Funk managed to hold on for a playoff win at the site’s first PGA Event.  Brian Gay  battled for the title and trophy by winning in 2008.  Mexico’s Esteban Toledo finished 11th.

Expertly conceived hotels at Mayakobá are among the finest in all of Mexico.  The 401 room Fairmont Mayakobá is a low-rise resort with deluxe rooms, suites, casitas with lagoon views, and beachfront villas that wind throughout the property.  

The Mandarin Oriental Resort, a hideaway where luxury and natural beauty are in complete harmony, is set amidst 36 acres of tropical forests with 128 guestrooms within villas, Mandarin Oriental service and spas are world famous.
The Mayakobá complex houses several independent real estate developments, of which several are noteworthy:

Soon to open is Laguna Kai, a mixed-use resort and residential project that features a 120-room hotel managed by Rosewood. The hotel’s spacious suites hover over the waterways or are built among the tops of the mangrove trees.  Developed in conjunction with OHL of Spain and managed by Rosewood Hotels & Resorts, the design of Laguna Kai has been influenced by the surrounding jungle, lagoons, and towering palms.  Real estate sales here have been brusque under the strong marketing arm of Playground.
Another part of the master plan is Banyan Tree, the exclusive Singapore-based hotel and Resort Company. The firm’s 100-room hotel will have its own deluxe spa, as will each of these fine luxury properties.  .  

Mayakobá set the stage for the Kor Group's first international resort, Viceroy Riviera Maya themed Urban Retreats and Uncommon Resorts. The refined haven of 128 new luxury resort residences and villas will also offer exclusive community amenities, including meeting facilities, a swimming pool, gourmet restaurant, and cocktail lounge.  A private water taxi service to its own Viceroy beach club, home to a full-service spa and waterfront restaurant and beach bar will also be provided.  Designed by the internationally acclaimed Mexican architect Ricardo Legorreta, 91 villas weaved throughout the resort's lagoons and fairways. The residences will enjoy elite-caliber finishes and amenities, including private infinity edge pools, latest technology, and custom-designed furnishings.  In addition to an unparalleled investment in luxury, Viceroy Riviera Maya offers purchasers rental revenue generated by guests when owners are not in residence.

An hour south of Cancun, Playa del Carmen is the major crossroad in this corridor and a “jump off” spot by ferry to Cozumel, which is visible in the horizon.  Playa del Carman is home to the highly rated Robert von Hagge course at Playacar Spa & Golf Club, long considered one of the most challenging courses in Mexico at 7,202 yards.  Opened in 1994, with a slope rating of 148 from the tips, it incorporates a number of cenotes, or sinkholes used by the ancient Mayans to collect rainwater.  A key characteristic of von Hagge’s design is the use of steep mounds that guard very long 5 pars, some over 600 yards.  Bring your A game!

Cozumel has unveiled its only golf course, the Cozumel Country Club, designed by Nicklaus. Having been granted the first permit for golf course construction in the Yucatán in almost 20 years, ClubCorp, in conjunction with Diamond Golf Construction, fashioned a championship course that is serving as an ecological model for all future golf development in the Yucatán.  This project is an environmental masterpiece, from pulverizing rock into bunker sand and hewing trees into lumber for a bridge over a mangrove swamp.  Jacques Cousteau, in 1961, proclaimed the waters around the island of Cozumel among the finest for diving on the planet, but this new course will encourage any diver to trade in his fins for a set of clubs.  Playa Azul a lovely family style hotel on the beach across from the golf course has value priced golf packages.  

Puerto Aventuras is at the far end of the long Mayan highway, one and a half hours from Cancun, and close to the ancient Mayan area of Tulum.  This area has developed on a low key base with a marina, tennis and golf complex. The golf here is a very user friendly, informal, par 36, 9-hole course designed by Thomas Leeman. 

Cancun’s golf future is bright with more than a dozen new courses in the works.

The TPC of Cancun will be located on the west side of Cancun, seven miles south of the airport.  The centerpiece of the 2,000-acre residential golf community is to be known as La Roca Country Club.  The TPC of Cancun golf course, designed by PGA Tour star Nick Price, is expected to open in late 2009. The PGA Tour, which governs the network of Tournament Players Clubs, is providing technical assistance to the project’s developer and operator.  "The TPC of Cancun has been designed to challenge golfers at all skill levels. With the generous amount of land at our disposal, we will have the opportunity to create a golf course with a great deal of variety and interest that will provide golfers with an enjoyable experience," said Price.  At full build-out, La Roca will include over 2,800 residential units and two additional courses, one of which will be designed by Tom Fazio.

Puerto Cancun Golf Course will be an elite 18-hole golf course nestled within 75 hectares of gorgeous ocean and tropical forest views.  Comfortably lodged between Cancun's hotel strip and the downtown area, one would rarely, if ever, enjoy a better golf experience.  Designed by award winning designer and British Open champion, Tom Weiskopf, Puerto Cancun Golf Course will open its doors on the winter of 2008.  Puerto Cancun will include over 2,100 luxury condominiums and apartments, a full service mega yachts marina with capacity for over 350 yachts, over 435 gated, single family residential lots, five resorts and a shopping center. 

Two exclusive 18-hole courses at the Riviera Cancun Golf Club are being designed by Jack Nicklaus.  They will feature a first class clubhouse and country club facilities.
The Kanay Resort course, which will snake through lush, primordial jungle, is Schmidt-Curley’s seventh collaboration with Nick Faldo.  Plans for this community, located 45 minutes south of Cancun, calls for an 847-room hotel and a residential component. 

Bahia Principe is located half way between Playa del Carmen and Tulum, on 700 plus acres with beach frontage and land allocated for 27 holes of Robert Trent Jones championship design, a nine-hole par 3 course, and a practice facility.  Spain based Grupo Pinero has the 35 years of successful experience in the real estate and hospitality industry to make this the right choice for investment.  Commercial space includes a modern hospital facility for general and emergency care.  

Merida Campeche area

One of the hidden treasures in the Yucatán Peninsula is the emerging area of Merida, Progreso, and Campeche on the Gulf of Mexico.  The ancient Mayan have built some of the most incredible cities of stone that one must visit today. Chichén Itzá, Uxmal and Kabah are wonders of the world.

Jack Nicklaus, of course, has already made his mark in this wonderful part of Mexico with two new projects.  Yucatán Country Club is a beautifully designed master plan in the heart of Merida, with rolling hills and open space conducive to residential, resort, spa and golf.  On site is the first ever, state-of-the-art, Jack Nicklaus Golf Academy teaching center in Latin America.  All of this is ready for play starting in September, 2008, a good time to buy your next home.

Campeche Playa, the most ambitious project in the state of Campeche, is ready to launch its new line of residential units labeled as "Golden Bear Residences".  General Manager Hugo Bremer reports, "These luxury units will be a perfect match for the Troon Golf-operated Jack Nicklaus Signature Course being developed at this time."  The resort will also include a luxury hotel, a marina with a 160 slip capacity, as well as a commercial area and a health clinic.


.

Baja (Norte) – Sea of Cortéz 

Puerto Peñasco

This fast growing area of Mexico, in the state of Sonora, is primarily geared toward a 4 to 6 hour drive market for tourism, golf, and real estate.  Travelers from Arizona, Nevada, Colorado, and other land-locked areas are happy to find the Sea of Cortéz.  Aero Mexico now offers a 90-minute, nonstop flight from Los Angeles to Puerto Peñasco.  A new international airport is in the works and will welcome more flights.  The future is bright for this arid area along the Sea of Cortéz.   Puerto Peñasco (Rocky Point), a huge success story, is known for its middle market real estate properties that have turned this area into a bonanza for developers and investors alike.  Attractive high-rise condos and single family villas transform the desert into an oasis paradise for water starved Americans looking for affordable second homes they can rent out or possibly live in during their retirement years.
Las Palomas Beach & Golf Resort opened to rave reviews and made our list of BEST’s TOP NEW RESORT Courses for 2007.  Their 18-hole sea side golf course was designed by Forest Richardson, who took advantage of the dunes for a unique golf landscape. This mega development is along a stretch of sand that plays host to extreme high and low daily tidal swings.  It is close to the main residential area of Sandy Beach.  Hotel guests and resident owners at Las Palomas have first preference for tee times at the Las Palomas course, which is managed by OB Sports.  

Two major resort developers have announced a $1.2 billion joint project within the Sandy Beach Resorts master planned community at Rocky Point.  Grupo SBR, which has built more than 1,500 units at Sandy Beach, will team with Grupo Questro, the largest real estate developer in Los Cabos.  The 630-acre project, known as The Joint Venture, will feature two 300-room beachfront hotels, 900 beachfront condominiums, a Nicklaus designed, 18-hole golf course and resort with 1,000 homes, 1,000 more condominiums, and a convention and expo center to be built by the state of Sonora.  "Sandy Beach Resorts, a 5,000-acre planned development, primarily been built by Phoenix and Sonora developers, has recently attracted major players from Mexico City and, Cancun, and now Cabo San Lucas and Spain", according to Bruce Greenberg of Montaña Verde. 

New life has come back to Laguna del Mar, a beautiful Jack Nicklaus Signature golf course that currently has only nine holes.  With the rebirth investment of Grupo Salvago, from Spain, the original owner and development partner, Carlos Ruiz Galindo has committed to complete this low density project with a balanced mix of  condos, attached, and detached single family homes.  New construction will begin by May, 2008 and Ruiz Galindo stresses that Laguna del Mar will be THE address of Puerto Peñasco.  Las Mareas, a development based in Arizona has started custom homes on the site of Laguna del Mar with full and fractional ownership opportunities.

Approximately 40 minutes to the east, the Mayan Resort Group has opened a new Jack Nicklaus Signature designed 18-hole championship links style course along with their well known timeshare residential project.  Voted one of BEST’s TOP NEW RESORT Golf Courses for 2008, this seaside resort development will catch the eyes and ears of vacation ownership investors looking for paradise on the Sea of Cortez.  

San Felipe
The Mexican State closest to California, Baja California consists of two major parts:  the Tijuana - Ensenada corridor, and San Felipe, a small, seaside town four hours from San Diego, a most important city on the Sea of Cortez.  This quiet and peaceful area with wide swings of ebbing tides flourishes on the weekends.  In San Felipe, land reform pioneer, Patrick Butler has privatized over 40,000 acres of Ejido (agrarian) land into a successful project, El Dorado Ranch.        Las Caras (The Faces) is the community’s first golf course to open. Designed by Bradford Benz, a nine-hole expansion is under way, complete with an island green.  Each hole has a statue of a famous person who has contributed to golf or Mexico…A statue of Lorena Ochoa, the woman golfer who is currently the LPGA’s best player, stands guard on the 18th hole.  A complete array of quality homes and condos are available to meet the price points of the Canadian and US investors.
Over on the Pacific side of the Baja Peninsula, just south of the border between Tijuana and Ensenada, is a wealth of coastal real estate.  An unbelievable amount of beachfront property along this 100-mile corridor is owned by foreign investors, 82% of which are Americans, purchased through bank trusts (Fideicomisos) where they are the beneficiary of the trust and owners of the land.  This northern border area has been affected the most by the triple threats of oil and gasoline price increases for the drive market, the requirement of passports for everyone crossing the U.S.-Mexico border, and the news reporting in Los Angeles and San Diego concerning violence between the drug cartels and Mexican law enforcement officers.  The land ownership disputes that were in the daily news a decade ago have become a mere memory, with the progression of government reforms and the availability of title insurance.  Mexico’s Federal and State governments are focused on making this area worthy of continued investment and enjoyment by the international community.
Baja Country Club is a golf resort located in Ensenada, about a one and a half hour’s drive from the San Diego Border. The resort sprawls over 300 semi-arid acres, surrounded by mountains and a picturesque, par 72 golf course with 6.859 yards from blue tees.  Built in 1990 by Enrique Valenzuela, it features 12 acres of lakes, mature trees and plenty of natural, physical elements to challenge the seasoned golfer.  Mid-market, affordable single-family homes and perimeter home sites are suitable for retirement and second home investments.  Ensenada is a pleasant city with all of the services, amenities, and attractions that make living here enjoyable and affordable.
Less than 30 minutes, along a most beautiful, scenic highway, you will find the large ocean side enclave of BAJAMAR, one of BEST’s TOP GOLF RESORTS in Mexico.  With new owners and several new projects, including the expansion of a Greg Norman designed golf course, this property is having a renaissance.  Currently there are 27 holes of golf, designed by Percy Clifford, David Fleming, and the ocean nine by Robert von Hagge.  All are in the best of shape with ample water from the winter storms.

Santa Barbara, a luxurious community at Bajamar, is a new, four phase development with 96 units planned for the total build-out.  Their first phase of 24 units per building, consists of 2 and 3 plus bedrooms, designed by the award-winning architect, Danielian, who combines Spanish mission and early California architecture, resembling homes in the Santa Barbara, California region.  Full ownership starts at $399,000 or Club Santa Barbara a private co-ownership from $85,000 is available all with Bajamar golf membership with unlimited golf including cart. Opening is scheduled for summer 2008 with some developer financing available.

The big gun on this picturesque point is La Punta at Bajamar, being developed by Bay View Grand, one of the residential development giants in Mexico.  A series of low rise condos with spectacular sunset views of the Pacific Ocean is currently under construction.  They will overlook the new, exclusive, Greg Norman, La Costa golf course.  "I’m very excited about this new project.  I have always been intrigued by the natural beauty of the Baja region, and I consider it an honor to have my design associated and showcased on this magnificent piece of waterfront property Bay View Grand is developing.  When finished, it will be one of the most spectacular scenic golf courses in Mexico," stated Norman.   It will be one of the best and most challenging courses, and could very well be “the Pebble Beach” of the Tijuana-Ensenada corridor.
Amenities and features include a fitness center, business center, lobby lounge, private, double guard gated entrance for increased security, storage, underground parking, walking areas, jogging trails, and an exclusive private beach club!   For only 240 exclusive Owners, Bay View Grand will offer the best on a 12.5 acre site.  A commercial center and tennis courts are being planned as well.  Weekend golf packages are available at the Bajamar Hotel.
Real del Mar, 30 minutes to the north and half way to the border, is a solid success story of the Rivera Torres family from Mexico City.  Having greatly expanded their residential offerings and marketed to both the domestic and international cross-border community, they have sold most of everything they have built.  This large land mass overlooks the vast Pacific Ocean, Isla Guadalupe, and a wonderful, 18-hole golf course designed by Pedro Güereca.  

A treat, either going into or returning across the border, is the Tijuana Country Club, which welcomes golf visitors with open arms.  Here one has a chance to enjoy the warmth and wonderful people of Mexico, and play a private country club with either a caddie and or cart.
Whatever you find, today, along this very scenic highway and water way is nothing compared to what you will see in the future.  This area represents the tip of the iceberg—many projects, big and small, are on the drawing board.  Buy now, while prices are down; they will be going up soon.

Inland…Colonial and Independence routes

Mexico’s history is rich, close and a better travel destination than Europe.  Mexico’s early cities, full of stunning architectural masterpieces, churches, cathedrals, theatres, government buildings, and incredible mansions, are fantastically interesting.  Most of these cities retain a certain glory from centuries past for that are for all to enjoy.

Guadalajara and the nearby lakeside towns of Chapala and Ajijic are considered the golf Mecca of Mexico’s inland destinations. They claim to have the largest collection of Americans expatriates living off-shore.  This area in the heart of Mexico, perhaps often overlooked in favor of beach locations, is home to six outstanding private country clubs with an open door policy for foreign golfers.  Guadalajara, at an altitude of 5,000 feet and perfect weather, offers golfers the opportunity to play city clubs, “the Riviera Country Clubs or Oak Hills of Mexico” year round.   Add friendly veteran caddies to the intimate country club environment, and you have a golf vacation or lifelong investment that can rarely be matched.

Atlas Country Club, in Guadalajara, BEST’s number four on the TOP 30 PRIVATE CLUBS list, has one of the longest courses in the country.  It is host to several annual amateur tournaments events. 

El Cielo (formerly, El Palo​mar) is a spectacular, upscale course overlooking Mexico’s second largest city, and a hit among local golfers.  It has steadily developed on the surrounding hillside along with custom homes that afford vistas of the city lights below. This golf course, high above Guadalajara, will be a source of great satisfaction to visitors.  

El Rio, on the outskirts of Guadalajara, is a new Jack Nicklaus Signature designed course and a favorite of Lorena Ochoa, their Touring Professional.  Jack Nicklaus said, "It is the best piece of inland property in Mexico."
Las Lomas Club de Golf, voted BEST’s number one NEW PRIVATE GOLF COURSE in 2007, is an exclusive, 18-hole city golf club in a residential community.  Created by the US based JMP design team, it is a Par 71, 6950 yard parkland style golf course with numerous sand bunkers, extensive colorful landscaping, and captivating water features throughout the setting. The putting greens and tees, planted with bent grass, are in superb condition, while fairways and roughs feature Salam Paspalum turf; a first for Mexico.  There is more to life in Guadalajara than Tequila and Mariachis, although they are great as well.

Morelia

Morelia, in the state of Michoacan, is a thriving town that has expanded greatly from its historic central zocolo. The rolling hillsides, fantastic weather, cultural diversity, and warm and friendly people, have a welcome sign out for any and all who want to come, play and invest.

Tres Marias, set out to be the best residential golf course in the interior of Mexico, has a great start with 27 holes of Jack Nicklaus Signature golf, varying from tame to intimidating.  With  several LPGA tour events including, of course Lorena Ochoa, the February 2008 Mexican Open, a most modern clubhouse with state-of-the art facilities and pro shop, and a golf focused management, families will find the Tres Marias  a community of comprehensive, attractive lifestyle. 
Bosque Monarca has teamed up with Rafael Alarcon and Jay Moorish to build a great new course set to open in 2008, along with a master-planned, gated community surrounded by a forest. The state of the art golf clubhouse will have an area for the first Lorena Ochoa Golf Academy with her coach, Rafael Alarcon.  Living and playing in this unique setting will be quite an experience. 
Well known local designer, Enrique Valenzuela, has an 18-hole course set to open called El Club de Golf Hacienda Erandeni, in a residential complex with of houses and condos just outside the city of Morelia. 

San Miguel Allende

Hearing the words “San Miguel Allende” brings warm thoughts of this beautiful colonial village, narrow cobblestone streets, grand plazas, boutiques, quaint hotels, and now of course, golf.  Las Ventanas de San Miguel, a collaboration with Schmidt-Curley, is Nick Faldo-designed 18-hole championship golf course within an exclusive resort community.  At Las Ventanas de San Miguel one can experience the tranquility of countryside living and the challenge of playing a world class championship golf course within minutes from the heart of the historic town of San Miguel de Allende.

Rosewood Hotels & Resorts will open a full ownership resort village in San Miguel de Allende.  Bald Mountain de Mexico, the developer, is slated to complete the project in late 2009.  Rosewood San Miguel de Allende The resort, which will define luxury in San Miguel de Allende, will also include some of central Mexico’s most unique residences, the Artesana Rosewood Residences, which will be available for sale in 2008. 
San Luis Potosi

Last but not least, our number one selection of this year’s winner of BEST NEW SEMI-PRIVATE GOLF COURSES in MEXICO at San Luis Potosi…La Loma Club de Golf.  This is a Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course, with 18 holes, par 72 and 7577 yards long.  La Loma is a semi desert golf course and it has bent grass on the greens and blue, fescue and ray grass in rough and ray grass in fairways. It has a great club house with a restaurant, business center, the best gym that any golf course has in the world with state of the art Technogym kinesis equipment, wellness assistant (personal training) equipped with the latest technology in strength and conditioning equipment, all the cardio equipment equipped with TV monitors and Ipod dockings. 

The golf practice facility also has a building with a golf clinic equipped with video facilities.  Individual lots and custom homes will be a feature of this must see property.

Wow, are you still awake after all this reading?  Needless to say that golf in Mexico is growing and attracting top investors and adventuresome golfers from around the world.  Come join them, and play and live at some of the Best Golf in Mexico.

For a free Best’s Golf Guide to Mexico, contact Golf Publishing International at (949) 494-8561 or go to www.golfinmexico.net.
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